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against imposts as a burden to the agricultural
sections, yet some who opposed duties in the
abstract thought of particulars that ought not to
be neglected if the principle of protection were
admitted. Duties on hemp and cotton therefore
found their way into the bill through amendments
voted by the Senate. Adjustment of the differ-
ences between the two houses was hindered by
the resentment of the House at the removal of
the treaty discrimination feature, but the Senate
with characteristic address evaded the issue by
promising to deal with it as a separate measure
and ended by thwarting the House on that
point.
On the whole, in view of the sharp differences of
opinion, the action taken on the tariff was remark-
ably expeditious. The bill, which passed the
House on May 16, was passed by the Senate on
June 2, and although delay now ensued because
of the conflict over the discrimination issue, the
bill became law by the President's approval on
July 4. This prompt conclusion in spite of closely-
balanced factions becomes more intelligible when
it is observed that the rules of the Senate then
provided that, "in case of a debate becoming
tedious, four Senators may call for the question."